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Foto 1. Anton van Woerkom met een Boa constrictor tijdens de Slangendag van 2014 in Houten. 
Photo1. Anton van Woerkom with a Boa constrictor at the Snakeday of 2014 in Houten.
Foto/Photo: Jennifer Geerlings.
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Foto 1. Anton van Woerkom met een Boa constrictor tijdens de Slangendag van 2014 in Houten. 
Photo1. Anton van Woerkom with a Boa constrictor at the Snakeday of 2014 in Houten.
Foto/Photo: Jennifer Geerlings.

INTERVIEW WITH ANTON VAN WOERKOM

3VVE�EF�-BOH

"OUPO�WBO�8PFSLPN�	GPUP��
�JT�FFO�WBO�EF�PQ�
SJDIUFST� WBO� EF� &VSPQFTF� 4MBOHFOWFSFOJHJOH�
XBBSWBO�IJK�UPU�PQ�EF�EBH�WBO�WBOEBBH�MJE�FO�
BDUJFG�CFUSPLLFO�JT�HFCMFWFO�

Het ontstaan van de Europese Slangenver-
eniging en Litteratura Serpentium
*O� ����� XFSE� JO� /FEFSMBOE� EF� /FEFSMBOETF�
7FSFOJHJOH� WPPS� )FSQFUPMPHJF� FO� 5FSSBSJVN�
LVOEF�Lacerta�PQHFSJDIU��Lacerta�IBE�FO�IFFGU�
UPU�EPFM�IFU�WFS[BNFMFO�FO�VJUESBHFO�WBO�LFO�
OJT�PWFS�JOIFFNTF�FO�CVJUFOMBOETF�SFQUJFMFO�FO�
am�bieën, EJF�JO�UFSSBSJB�XPSEFO�HFIPVEFO�PG�
[JDI� JO�EF�WSJKF�OBUVVS�CFWJOEFO��#JOOFO�EF[F�
WFSFOJHJOH�POUTUPOE�PQ����BQSJM������FFO�HSPFQ�
NFOTFO�NFU�FFO�FJHFO�CFTUVVS�EJF�[JDI�TQF�
DJBMJTFFSEF� JO�TMBOHFO�EF�[PHFOBBNEF�A%PFM�
HSPFQ�4MBOHFO���)FU�EPFM�WBO�EF[F�HSPFQ�XBT�
PPL�IFU�WFS[BNFMFO�FO�VJUESBHFO�WBO�JOGPSNB�
UJF� NBBS� OV� BMMFFO� WBO� TMBOHFO�� #PWFOEJFO�
XBT� [F� WBO� NFOJOH� EBU� TQFDJBMJTBUJF� FO� IFU�
VJUXJTTFMFO� WBO� LXFFLSFTVMUBUFO� WJB� FFO� UJKE�
TDISJGU� FFO� QPTJUJFG� FGGFDU� [PV� IFCCFO� PQ� IFU�
UFSVHESJOHFO�WBO�EF�XJMEWBOH�WBO�TMBOHFO�

"OUPO�XBT�IJFSCJK�FFO�WBO�EF� JOJUJBUJFGOFNFST��
%F�FFSTUF�CFTUVVSTWFSHBEFSJOH�XBT�PQ����PL�
UPCFS������XBBSCJK�POEFS�BOEFSFO�PPL�1JFUFS�
4UPFM� FO� +PIO� WBO� EFS� 1PMT� BBOXF[JH�XBSFO��
0Q�EF[F�WFSHBEFSJOH�CFTMPPU�IFU�CFTUVVS�[JDI�
EF� A/FEFSMBOETF� %PFMHSPFQ� 4MBOHFO�� UF� OPF�
NFO�FO�PPL�FFO�FJHFO�TMBOHFOUJKETDISJGU�VJU�UF�
HFWFO�JO�EF�/FEFSMBOETF�UBBM�HFOBBNE�Litte-
ratura Serpentium�	LS
�PG�JO�EF�WPMLTNPOE�IFU�
A4MBOHFOCMBE��� )FU� FFSTUF� FYFNQMBBS� WBO� LS�
WFSTDIFFO�BM�JO�OPWFNCFS������	GPUP��
�

7BOBG�IFU�CFHJO�XBT�EF[F�EPFMHSPFQ�FFO�HSPPU�
TVDDFT�NFU�WFFM� MFEFO�VJU�CJOOFO��FO�CVJUFO�

3VVE�EF�-BOH

"OUPO� WBO� 8PFSLPN� 	QIPUP� �
� JT� POF� PG� UIF�
GPVOEFST� PG� UIF� &VSPQFBO� 4OBLF� 4PDJFUZ� PG�
XIJDI�IF�IBT�SFNBJOFE�B�NFNCFS�BOE�BDUJWFMZ�
JOWPMWFE�UP�UIJT�EBZ�

The origin of the European Snake Society 
and Litteratura Serpentium
*O������UIF�/FEFSMBOETF�7FSFOJHJOH�WPPS�)FSQF�
UPMPHJF�FO�5FSSBSJVNLVOEF�A-BDFSUB��	%VUDI�4PDJF�
UZ�GPS�IFSQFUPMPHZ�BOE�UFSSBSJVN�LFFQJOH�A-BDFSUB�
�
XBT�GPVOEFE�JO�UIF�/FUIFSMBOET��Lacerta�IBE�BOE�
TUJMM�IBT�UIF�BJNT�UP�DPMMFDU�BOE�EJTTFNJOBUF�LOPXM�
FEHF�BCPVU�OBUJWF�BOE� GPSFJHO� SFQUJMFT�BOE�BN�
QIJCJBOT�XIJDI�BSF�LFQU�JO�UFSSBSJVNT�PS�JO�UIF�XJME�
8JUIJO�UIJT�4PDJFUZ�B�HSPVQ�PG�QFPQMF�XIP�TQF�
DJBMJ[FE�JO�TOBLFT�XBT�GPSNFE�PO�"QSJM���������
UIF�TP�DBMMFE�A%PFMHSPFQ�4MBOHFO��	A%VUDI�4OBLF�
4PDJFUZ�
�XJUI�JUT�PXO�CPBSE��5IF�BJN�PG�UIJT�HSPVQ�
XBT�BMTP�UP�DPMMFDU�BOE�EJTTFNJOBUF�JOGPSNBUJPO�
CVU�OPX�POMZ�BCPVU�TOBLFT��*O�BEEJUJPO�UIFZ�CF�
MJFWFE� UIBU� TQFDJBMJ[BUJPO� BOE� UIF� FYDIBOHF� PG�
CSFFEJOH�SFTVMUT�UISPVHI�B�NBHB[JOF�XPVME�IBWF�
B� QPTJUJWF� FGGFDU� PO� SFEVDJOH� UIF� DBQUVSJOH� PG�
TOBLFT�GSPN�UIF�XJME�

"OUPO�XBT�POF�PG� UIF� JOJUJBUPST��5IF��rst CPBSE�
NFFUJOH� XBT� PO� 0DUPCFS� ��� ����� BU� XIJDI�
BNPOHTU�PUIFST�1JFUFS�4UPFM�BOE�+PIO�WBO�EFS�
1PMT�XFSF�BMTP�QSFTFOU��"U�UIJT�NFFUJOH�UIF�CPBSE�
EFDJEFE�UP�DBMM�JUTFMG�UIF�A/FEFSMBOETF�%PFMHSPFQ�
4MBOHFO��	A%VUDI�4OBLFT�5BSHFU�(SPVQ�
�BOE�BMTP�
UP�QVCMJTI�JUT�PXO�TOBLF�NBHB[JOF�JO�UIF�%VUDI�
MBOHVBHF�DBMMFE�Litteratura Serpentium� 	LS
� PS�
QPQVMBSMZ�UIF�A4MBOHFOCMBE�� 	A4OBLF�.BHB[JOF�
��
5IF��rst JTTVF�PG�LS�BQQFBSFE�JO�/PWFNCFS������
	QIPUP��
��'SPN�UIF�TUBSU�PO� UIJT�TOBLF�TPDJFUZ�
XBT�B�HSFBU�TVDDFTT�XJUI�NBOZ�NFNCFST� GSPN�
IPNF� BOE� BCSPBE� UP� UIF� EJTNBZ� PG� Lacerta�
XIJDI�MPTU�NFNCFST�CFDBVTF�PG�UIJT��5IF�DIBJS�

INTERVIEW MET ANTON VAN WOERKOM

INTERVIEW WITH ANTON VAN WOERKOM
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MBOE�EJU�UPU�POHFOPFHFO�WBO�Lacerta�EBU�IJFS�
EPPS� MFEFO�NJTMJFQ��%F� WPPS[JUUFS� WBO�Lacerta�
QPPHEF�NFU�FFO�DPNQSPNJTWPPSTUFM�EF�EPFM�
HSPFQMFEFO�CJOOFOCPPSE�UF�IPVEFO�NBBS�EBU�
XFSE� PQ� EF� CFTUVVSTWFSHBEFSJOH� WBO� ��� EF�
DFNCFS� �����EPPS� [JKO� FJHFO�Lacerta�CFTUVVS�
BGHFXF[FO�XBBSEPPS�EF�EPFMHSPFQ�WBOBG�EBU�
NPNFOU�BVUPNBUJTDI�HFTDIFJEFO�XFSE�WBO�La-
certa�FO�FFO�[FMGTUBOEJHF�WFSFOJHJOH�XFSE�

7BOBG������XFSE�WBOXFHF�IFU�HSPFJFOEF�BBO�
UBM�CVJUFOMBOETF�MFEFO�PPL�FFO�BQBSUF�&OHFMT�
UBMJHF�FEJUJF�VJUHFHFWFO��.BBS�JO������XFSE�PN�
LPTUFO�UF�CFTQBSFO�CFTMPUFO�EBU�CFJEF�FEJUJFT�
[PVEFO� XPSEFO� TBNFOHFWPFHE� NFU� PQ� JF�
EFSF� QBHJOB� MJOLT� EF� /FEFSMBOETF� FO� SFDIUT�
EF�&OHFMTF�UFLTU��%F�CVJUFOMBOETF�MFEFO�FO�EF�
&OHFMTF� UBBM� [JKO� WPPS�EF� WFSFOJHJOH� BMUJKE� FSH�
CFMBOHSJKL� HFXFFTU� PNEBU� FS� EBBSEPPS� PPL�
IFFM� WFFM� BSUJLFMFO� VJU� IFU� CVJUFOMBOE� XFSEFO�
JOHFTUVVSE�
"OUPO�NBBLUF� TBNFO�NFU� 1JFUFS� 4UPFM� TUBUV�
UFO�FO�FFO�IVJTIPVEFMJKL�SFHMFNFOU�EJF�PQ����
EFDFNCFS� ����� OPUBSJFFM�XFSEFO� WBTUHFMFHE��
)JFSEPPS�XFSE�EF�JOGPSNFMF�/FEFSMBOETF�%PFM�
HSPFQ� 4MBOHFO� FFO� GPSNFMF� WFSFOJHJOH�� 0Q�
�� KVOJ� ����� WPOE� WBOXFHF� EF� TUFFET� WFSEFS�
HBBOEF�JOUFSOBUJPOBMJTFSJOH�OPH�FFO�TUBUVUBJSF�
WFSBOEFSJOH� QMBBUT� XBBSCJK� EF� OBBN� WBO� EF�
EPFMHSPFQ�XFSE�WFSBOEFSE� JO� A&VSPQFTF�4MBO�
HFOWFSFOJHJOH���&VSPQFBO�4OBLF�4PDJFUZ��

De bijdragen van Anton van Woerkom aan 
de Europese Slangenvereniging en Littera-
tura Serpentium
%F� &VSPQFTF� 4MBOHFOWFSFOJHJOH� 	&47
� JT� "O�
UPO�WFFM�EBOL�WFSTDIVMEJHE�WPPS�[JKO�HSPUF�CJK�
ESBHFO�BBO�EF�WFSFOJHJOH�� *O�EF�FFSTUF�QMBBUT�
OBUVVSMJKL� WPPS� BM� [JKO� JOTQBOOJOHFO� EJF� OPEJH�
XBSFO� WPPS� EF� PQSJDIUJOH� WBO�EF�&47� FO� IFU�
PQ[FUUFO� WBO� FFO� UJKETDISJGU�� .BBS� PPL� WPPS�
EF� WPPSUSFGGFMJKLF�XJK[F�XBBSPQ�IJK� WBOBG� �����
IPPGESFEBDUFVS� WBO� LS� XBT� XBOU� IJK� WFS[B�
NFMEF�FFO�IFMF�HSPFQ�/FEFSMBOETF�FO�&OHFMTF�
SFEBDUJFNFEFXFSLFST�PN�[JDI�IFFO�EJF�EF�BSUJ�
LFMFO�WFSUBBMEFO��)FU�XBT�FFO�IFMF�LMVT�PN�FML�
LS-OVNNFS� TBNFO� UF� TUFMMFO�� %BBSWPPS�XFSE�
FFO�*#.�CPMLPQTDISJKGNBDIJOF�HFCSVJLU�XBBS�

NBO�PG�Lacerta�USJFE�XJUI�B�DPNQSPNJTF�QSPQPTBM�
UP� LFFQ� UIF� TOBLF� TPDJFUZ�NFNCFST� PO� CPBSE�
CVU�UIBU�XBT�SFKFDUFE�CZ�IJT�PXO�-BDFSUB�CPBSE�
BU�UIF�CPBSE�NFFUJOH�PG�%FDFNCFS���������BT�
B� SFTVMU� PG� XIJDI� UIF� TOBLF� TPDJFUZ� XBT� BVUP�
NBUJDBMMZ� TFQBSBUFE� GSPN� Lacerta� BOE� CFDBNF�
BO� JOEFQFOEFOU� TPDJFUZ� GSPN� UIBU� NPNFOU� PO��
"� TFQBSBUF� &OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF� FEJUJPO� XBT� BMTP�
QVCMJTIFE�GSPN������EVF�UP�UIF�HSPXJOH�OVNCFS�
PG�GPSFJHO�NFNCFST��#VU�JO������JO�PSEFS�UP�DVU�
DPTUT�JU�XBT�EFDJEFE�UIBU�CPUI�FEJUJPOT�XPVME�CF�
NFSHFE�XJUI�UIF�%VUDI�UFYU�PO�FBDI�QBHF�PO�UIF�
MFGU�BOE�UIF�&OHMJTI�UFYU�PO�UIF�SJHIU��5IF�GPSFJHO�
NFNCFST�BOE�UIF�&OHMJTI�MBOHVBHF�IBWF�BMXBZT�
CFFO�WFSZ�JNQPSUBOU�UP�UIF�TPDJFUZ�CFDBVTF�B�MPU�
PG�BSUJDMFT�XFSF�TFOU�JO�GSPN�BCSPBE�BT�B�SFTVMU�

"OUPO� ESFX� VQ� TUBUVUFT� BOE� IPVTFIPME� SFHVMB�
UJPOT�UPHFUIFS�XJUI�1JFUFS�4UPFM�XIJDI�XFSF�OP�
UBSJ[FE�PO�%FDFNCFS����������"T�B�SFTVMU�UIF�JO�

Foto 2. Voorblad van het tijdschrift Litteratura Serpentium 
van november 1980, het eerste uitgegeven nummer.
Photo 2. Cover of the magazine Litteratura Serpentium of 
November 1980, the first published issue.

INTERVIEW MET ANTON VAN WOERKOM 
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INTERVIEW WITH ANTON VAN WOERKOM

Foto 3. Anton van Woerkom 20  jaar oud met een Python bivittatus.
Photo 3. Anton van Woerkom 20 years old with a Python bivittatus.
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NFF�EPPS�IFU�XJTTFMFO�WBO�IFU�CPMMFUKF�PPL�DVS�
TJFWF�UFLTU�LPO�XPSEFO�HFUZQU��%F�UFLTUFO�XFS�
EFO�EBO�PQ�FFO�MJDIUCBL�HFNPOUFFSE�[PEBU�EF�
KVJTUF�UXFF�QBHJOB�T�OBBTU�FMLBBS�TUPOEFO�FO�PQ�
"OUPO�T�XFSL�CJK�EF�6OJWFSTJUFJU�6USFDIU�LPO�EF�
PQMBHF� XPSEFO� WFSNFOJHWVMEJHE�� %BBSOB� XFS�
EFO�EF�TUBQFMT�QBHJOB�T�OBBTU�FMLBBS�PQ�EF�SBOE�
WBO�EF� UBGFM�HFMFHE�[PEBU�WBO�FMLF�TUBQFM�FFO�
WFM� LPO� XPSEFO� WFS[BNFME�� 5FOTMPUUF� POUTUPOE�
IJFSNFF�FFO�DPNQMFFU�CPFLKF��%BU�XFSE�EVCCFM�
HFWPVXFO�FO�NFU�FFO�TUBMFO�OBBME�QSJLUF�"OUPO�
EBO�ESJF�HBBUKFT�JO�EF�SVH�[PEBU�IJK�EF�CPFLKFT�
EBBSOB�NFU�OBBME�FO�ESBBE�NFU�FFO�CSPDIFFS�
TUFFL� LPO� JOCJOEFO�� %F� PQMBHF� WBO� IFU� FFSTUF�
OVNNFS�XBT����CPFLKFT�EVT�NFU�IFU�JOCJOEFO�
EBBSWBO�XBT�"OUPO�XFM�FWFO�CF[JH��)FU�BBOUBM�
MFEFO�HSPFJEF�FDIUFS�OBBS�����BBO�IFU�FJOE�WBO�
EF�FFSTUF�KBBSHBOH��&O�PNEBU�IFU�IBOENBUJH�JO�
CJOEFO�WBO�EF�CPFLKFT�NFU�[VMLF�HSPUF�BBOUBMMFO�
OJFU�NFFS�UF�EPFO�XBT�XFSE�IFU�JOCJOEFO�EBBSOB�
PQ�FFO�OJFUBQQBSBBU�HFEBBO�CJK�FFO�DPQZTIPQ�
XBBS�FFO�WBO�EF�MFEFO�XFSLUF��0N�EF�ESVLLPT�
UFO�PNMBBH�UF�CSFOHFO�XFSE�FFO�UXFFEFIBOET�
UBGFM�PGGTFUNBDIJOF� BBOHFTDIBGU� XBBSNFF� IFU�
OV�NPHFMJKL�XBT�EF�CPFLKFT�NFU�FFO�HSPFQKF�[FMG�
UF�ESVLLFO�EF�QBHJOB�T� UF�WFS[BNFMFO� UF�WPV�
XFO�FO�UF�OJFUFO�FO�EBBSOB�OBBS�EF�MFEFO�UF�WFS�

GPSNBM�A/FEFSMBOETF�%PFMHSPFQ�4MBOHFO��	A%VUDI�
4OBLF�4PDJFUZ�
�CFDBNF�B�GPSNBM�TPDJFUZ��0O�+VOF�
�������EVF�UP�UIF�POHPJOH�JOUFSOBUJPOBMJ[BUJPO�
BOPUIFS�TUBUVUPSZ�DIBOHF�UPPL�QMBDF�XIFSFCZ�UIF�
OBNF�PG�UIF�TPDJFUZ�XBT�DIBOHFE�JOUP�A&VSPQFTF�
4MBOHFOWFSFOJHJOH���A&VSPQFBO�4OBLF�4PDJFUZ��

The contributions of Anton van Woerkom to 
the European Snake Society and Litteratura 
Serpentium
5IF� &VSPQFBO� 4OBLF� 4PDJFUZ� 	&44
� JT�NVDI�
JOEFCUFE�UP�"OUPO� GPS�IJT�HSFBU�DPOUSJCVUJPOT�
UP�UIF�4PDJFUZ��*O�UIF��rst QMBDF�PG�DPVSTF�GPS�
BMM�IJT�FGGPSUT�UIBU�XFSF�SFRVJSFE�UP�TFU�VQ�UIF�
&44�BOE� UP� TFU� VQ� B�NBHB[JOF��#VU� BMTP� GPS�
UIF�FYDFMMFOU�XBZ� JO�XIJDI�IF�XBT�FEJUPS�JO�
DIJFG�PG�LS� GSPN������CFDBVTF�IF�HBUIFSFE�
B�XIPMF�HSPVQ�PG�%VUDI�BOE�&OHMJTI�FEJUPSJBM�
TUBGG� BSPVOE�IJN�XIP� USBOTMBUFE� UIF�BSUJDMFT��
*U�XBT�RVJUF�B�KPC�UP�DPNQJMF�FWFSZ�-4�JTTVF��
'PS� UIJT�QVSQPTF�BO� *#.�TQIFSJDBM� UZQFXSJUFS�
XBT�VTFE�XJUI�XIJDI�JUBMJD�UFYU�DPVME�BMTP�CF�
UZQFE�CZ�DIBOHJOH�UIF�TQIFSF��5IF�UFYUT�XFSF�
UIFO�NPVOUFE�PO�B�MJHIU�CPY�TP�UIBU�UIF�DPS�
SFDU� UXP�QBHFT�XFSF�OFYU� UP�FBDI�PUIFS�BOE�
"OUPO�T� XPSL� BU� 6USFDIU� 6OJWFSTJUZ� DPVME� CF�
VTFE�UP�NVMUJQMZ�UIF�QSJOU�SVO��5IFO�UIF�TUBDLT�

Foto 4. Anton 31 jaar oud met zijn terraria. Foto M. Rienks.
Photo 4. Anton van Woerkom 31 years old with his terraria. Photo M. Rienks.

INTERVIEW MET ANTON VAN WOERKOM 
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[FOEFO��(FMVLLJH�XBSFO�FS�BMUJKE�XFM�WSJKXJMMJHFST�
UF�WJOEFO�EJF�EBBSCJK�XJMEFO�IFMQFO�

&S�[JKO�WBO�"OUPOT�IBOE�PPL�WFFM�BSUJLFMFO�JO�LS�
WFSTDIFOFO��%JF�QVCMJDBUJFT�HBBO�PWFS�IFU�IPV�
EFO�WBO�TMBOHFO�PWFS[JDIUFO�NFU�EPPS�EF�MFEFO�
HFIPVEFO�FO�HFLXFFLUF�TMBOHFO�EF�XFUUFMJKLF�
CFQBMJOHFO�EJF�EBBSNFF�UF�NBLFO�IFCCFO�UFSSB�
SJVNCPVX�IFU�LXFLFO�NFU�TMBOHFO�WPFEFSUJQT�
FO�PPL�CPFLCFTQSFLJOHFO��(SBQQJH�JT�FFO�BSUJLFM�
WBO�"OUPO�PWFS�GSVJUFUFOEF�TMBOHFO�JO�EF�FFSTUF�
KBBSHBOH�VJU�������%BU�HBBU�PWFS�FFO�EPPEHFSF�
EFO�FTDVMBBQTMBOH�	Zamenis longissimus�UPFO�
UFSUJKE� CFLFOE� BMT�Elaphe longissima
� XBBSWBO�
VJU� EF� EBSNFO� WJKGUJFO� LSVJTCFTTFO� QVJMEFO�� %JU�
BSUJLFM�XPSEU�OPH�TUFFET�BG�FO�UPF�BBOHFIBBME�JO�
EF�'SBOTF�MJUFSBUVVS�PWFS�EF�FTDVMBBQTMBOH�

7BOBG������UPU�PQ�IFEFO�WFSWVMU�"OUPO�EF�GVODUJF�
WBO�TFDSFUBSJT� JO�IFU�CFTUVVS�WBO�EF�&47��%BBS�
OBBTU�IFFGU�IJK� JO�EF�BGHFMPQFO�WJFS� KBBS�WBO�BMMF�
TJOET������WFSTDIFOFO�OVNNFST�WBO�Litteratura 
Serpentium�QEG�T�HFNBBLU��)JK�WPOE�IFU�OBNFMJKL�
CFMBOHSJKL�EBU�EF�BSUJLFMFO�EJF� JO�BM�EJF� KBSFO�[JKO�
HFQVCMJDFFSE� CFTDIJLCBBS� CMJKWFO� WPPS� BMMF� MJFG�
IFCCFST� EJF� PQ� [PFL� [JKO� OBBS� JOGPSNBUJF�� %F[F�
QEG�T�[JKO�UF�WJOEFO�FO�HSBUJT�UF�EPXOMPBEFO�WBO�
EF�XFCTJUF�XXX�TOBLFTPDJFUZ�OM�WBO�EF�&47�PO�
EFS�IFU�NFOV�A+BBSHBOHFOPWFS[JDIU���%JU�JT�OJFU�BM�
MFFO�FFO�PWFS[JDIU�WBO�BMMF�UPU�PQ�IFEFO�WFSTDIF�
OFO�OVNNFST�NBBS�IFU�CFWBU�PPL�EF�JOIPVE�WBO�
BM� EJF� OVNNFST� QMVT� FFO� [PFLQSPHSBNNB� EBU�
IFU�NPHFMJKL�NBBLU� PN�PQ�BVUFVS� PG� PQ�BOEFSF�
USFGXPPSEFO�VJU�EF�UJUFMT�UF�[PFLFO��)FU�CMJKGU�WPPS�
JFEFS� OJFVX� VJUHFHFWFO� OVNNFS� WBO� Litteratura 
Serpentium� FFO� UJKESPWFOE� XFSL� PN� EJU� TUFFET�
XFFS�CJK�UF�IPVEFO�

De Europese Slangenvereniging, Litteratura 
Serpentium en de Slangendagen in de loop 
der jaren
%F�&47�IFFGU� JO�EF� MPPQ�EFS�UJKE�FFO�FOPSNF�
POUXJLLFMJOH� EPPSHFNBBLU�� #JK� EF� PQSJDIUJOH�
JO� ����� OPH� POEFS� EF� OBBN� A/FEFSMBOETF�
%PFMHSPFQ�4MBOHFO��CFESPFH�IFU�BBOUBM�MFEFO�
���NBBS�FFO�KBBS�MBUFS�XBT�EJU�BM�HFTUFHFO�UPU�
����NFU�FFO�SBQ�HSPFJFOE�BBOUBM�CVJUFOMBOE�
TF� MFEFO�� %BBSOB� JT� FS� FFO� QFSJPEF� HFXFFTU�

PG�QBHFT�XFSF�QMBDFE�TJEF�CZ�TJEF�PO�UIF�FEHF�
PG� UIF� UBCMF� TP� UIBU�POF� TIFFU� DPVME�CF�DPM�
MFDUFE� GSPN�FBDI� TUBDL�� 'JOBMMZ� UIJT� SFTVMUFE�
JO� B� DPNQMFUF� CPPLMFU�� *U� XBT� GPMEFE� JO� IBMG�
BOE� XJUI� B� TUFFM� OFFEMF� "OUPO� QPLFE� UISFF�
IPMFT�JO�UIF�TQJOF�TP�UIBU�IF�DPVME�UIFO�CJOE�
UIF� CPPLMFUT� XJUI� OFFEMF� BOE� UISFBE� XJUI� B�
CSPBDIJOH�TUJUDI��5IF�FEJUJPO�PG�UIF��rst JTTVF�
XBT����CPPLMFUT�TP�JU�UPPL�"OUPO�RVJUF�B�XIJMF�
UP�CJOE�UIFTF��)PXFWFS�UIF�OVNCFS�PG�NFN�
CFST�HSFX�UP�����BU� UIF�FOE�PG� UIF��rst ZFBS��
"OE�CFDBVTF�NBOVBM�CJOEJOH�PG�UIF�CPPLMFUT�
XJUI�TVDI�MBSHF�OVNCFST�XBT�OP�MPOHFS�QPT�
TJCMF�UIF�CJOEJOH�XBT�UIFO�EPOF�XJUI�B�TUBQMFS�
BU� B� DPQZ� TIPQ�XIFSF� POF� PG� UIF�NFNCFST�
XPSLFE��5P� SFEVDF�QSJOUJOH�DPTUT�B�TFDPOE�
IBOE� UBCMF�PGGTFU� NBDIJOF� XBT� QVSDIBTFE�
XIJDI�OPX�NBEF�JU�QPTTJCMF�UP�QSJOU�UIF�CPPL�
MFUT�CZ�B�HSPVQ�PG�QFPQMF�UP�DPMMFDU�UIF�QBHFT�
GPME�BOE�TUBQMF�UIFN�BOE�UIFO�TFOE�UIFN�UP�
UIF�NFNCFST��'PSUVOBUFMZ�UIFSF�XFSF�BMXBZT�
WPMVOUFFST�XIP�XBOUFE�UP�IFMQ�

.BOZ� BSUJDMFT� CZ� "OUPO� IBWF� BMTP� BQQFBSFE�
JO� LS�� 5IPTF� QVCMJDBUJPOT� DPODFSO� UIF� LFFQ�
JOH� PG� TOBLFT� PWFSWJFXT� PG� TOBLFT� LFQU� BOE�
CSFE�CZ�UIF�NFNCFST�UIF�MFHBM�QSPWJTJPOT�SF�
MBUFE�UP�UIJT�UFSSBSJVN�DPOTUSVDUJPO�CSFFEJOH�
GFFEJOH� UJQT� BOE� BMTP�CPPL� SFWJFXT�� 'VOOZ� JT�
BO�BSUJDMF�CZ�"OUPO�BCPVU�GSVJU�FBUJOH�TOBLFT�JO�
UIF��rst WPMVNF�GSPN�������*U� JT�BCPVU�B�EFBE�
BFTDVMBQJBO� TOBLF� 	Zamenis longissimus, at 
the time known as Elaphe longissima
�PG�XIJDI�
���HPPTFCFSSJFT�QSPUSVEFE�GSPN�UIF�JOUFTUJOFT��
5IJT� BSUJDMF� JT� TUJMM� DJUFE� PDDBTJPOBMMZ� JO� UIF�
'SFODI�MJUFSBUVSF�PO�UIF�BFTDVMBQJBO�TOBLF�

'SPN������UP�UIF�QSFTFOU�"OUPO�ful�lls UIF�QP�
TJUJPO�PG�TFDSFUBSZ�PO�UIF�CPBSE�PG�UIF�&44�� *O�
BEEJUJPO� IF� IBT� DSFBUFE� QEG�T� PG� BMM� JTTVFT� PG�
-JUUFSBUVSB�4FSQFOUJVN�TJODF������PWFS�UIF�QBTU�
GPVS�ZFBST��)F�UIPVHIU�JU�XBT�JNQPSUBOU�UIBU�UIF�
BSUJDMFT�QVCMJTIFE�PWFS� UIF�ZFBST� SFNBJO�BWBJM�
BCMF�UP�BMM�FOUIVTJBTUT�XIP�BSF�MPPLJOH�GPS�JOGPS�
NBUJPO��5IFTF�QEG�T�DBO�CF�GPVOE�PO�BOE�EPXO�
MPBEFE� GSFF� PG� DIBSHF� GSPN� UIF�XFCTJUF�XXX�
TOBLFTPDJFUZ�OM�PG�UIF�&44�VOEFS�UIF�NFOV�AWPM�
VNFT�PWFSWJFX���5IJT�JT�OPU�POMZ�BO�PWFSWJFX�PG�
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EBU�FS�[FMGT�NFFS�EBO�BDIUIPOEFSE�MFEFO�XB�
SFO��&O�OV�WFFSUJH�KBBS�MBUFS�JT�IFU�BBOUBM�MFEFO�
UFSVHHFMPQFO�OFU�BMT�CJK�WFFM�BOEFSF� MJFGIFC�
CFSTWFSFOJHJOHFO� UPU� FFO� TUBCJFM� BBOUBM� WBO�
POHFWFFS�����JO�EF�MBBUTUF�KBSFO�XBBSWBO�����
JO� /FEFSMBOE� FO� 6�� JO� IFU� CVJUFOMBOE�� *FEFS�
OBKBBS� PSHBOJTFFSU� EF� &47� FFO� 4MBOHFOEBH��
*O�IFU�CFHJO�XFSEFO�PQ�EJF�EBH� JOUFSFTTBOUF�
MF[JOHFO�HFPSHBOJTFFSE�FO�XBSFO�FS�FFO�QBBS�
EJFSFOXJOLFMT� NFU� FFO� TUBOE� NFU� TMBOHFO��
.BBS� PNEBU� FS� SPOE� �����CMFFL� EBU� FS� OBV�
XFMJKLT�OPH�NFOTFO�OBBS�EF�MF[JOHFO�LXBNFO�
MVJTUFSFO� XFSEFO� EF[F� BGHFTDIBGU�� %F� 4MBO�
HFOEBHFO�[JKO�WBOBG�IFU�CFHJO�FFO�TDIPU�JO�EF�
SPPT� HFXFFTU��%F� FFSTUF�4MBOHFOEBH�PQ� [B�
UFSEBH����PLUPCFS������XFSE�EPPS�DJSDB�IPO�
EFSE�NFOTFO�CF[PDIU�FO�EBU�BBOUBM�HSPFJEF�JO�
FFO�QBBS�KBBS�OBBS�[P�O�ESJFIPOEFSE�XBBSEPPS�
EF�SVJNUF�XBBSJO�EF�4MBOHFOEBH�QMBBUT�WPOE�
PPL� TUFFET� NPFTU� XPSEFO� BBOHFQBTU�� &FSTU�
XBSFO� EBU� EF� HFCPVXFO� WBO� EF� 6OJWFSTJUFJU�
6USFDIU� OBNFMJKL� IFU� #PUBOJTDI� -BC� EBBSOB�

BMM� JTTVFT�QVCMJTIFE�TP�GBS�CVU� JU�BMTP�DPOUBJOT�
UIF� DPOUFOU� PG� BMM� UIFTF� JTTVFT� QMVT� B� TFBSDI�
QSPHSBN�UIBU�NBLFT�JU�QPTTJCMF�UP�TFBSDI�CZ�BV�
UIPS�PS�PUIFS�LFZXPSET�GSPN�UIF�UJUMFT��*U�SFNBJOT�
B� UJNF�DPOTVNJOH�XPSL� GPS�FBDI�OFX� JTTVF�PG�
-JUUFSBUVSB�4FSQFOUJVN�UP�HFU�UIJT�VQ�UP�EBUF�

The European Snake Society, Litteratura Ser-
pentium and the Snakedays over the years
5IF� &44� IBT� VOEFSHPOF� FOPSNPVT� EFWFMPQ�
NFOU�PWFS�UJNF��8IFO�JU�XBT�GPVOEFE�JO������
TUJMM� VOEFS� UIF� OBNF� A/FEFSMBOETF� %PFMHSPFQ�
4MBOHFOu� 	%VUDI�4OBLF�4PDJFUZ
�� UIF�OVNCFS�
PG�NFNCFST�XBT����CVU�B�ZFBS�MBUFS�UIJT�IBE�BM�
SFBEZ�JODSFBTFE�UP�����XJUI�B�SBQJEMZ�HSPXJOH�
OVNCFS� PG� GPSFJHO� NFNCFST�� "GUFS� UIBU� UIFSF�
XBT�B�QFSJPE�XIFO�UIFSF�XFSF�FWFO�NPSF�UIBO�
���� NFNCFST�� "OE� OPX� ��� ZFBST� MBUFS� UIF�
OVNCFS�PG�NFNCFST�IBT� GBMMFO�BT�XJUI�NBOZ�
PUIFS�FOUIVTJBTU�TPDJFUJFT�UP�B�TUBCMF�OVNCFS�
PG�BCPVU����� JO� SFDFOU�ZFBST�PG�XIJDI����� JO�
UIF�/FUIFSMBOET�BOE�6��BCSPBE�

Foto 5. Het Bothriechis schlegelii vrouwtje in Anton’s terrarium.
Photo 5. The Bothriechis schlegelii female in Anton’s terrarium.
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Foto 6. Het Bothriechis schlegelii vrouwtje en mannetje parend in het terrarium.
Photo 6. The Bothriechis schlegelii female and male during copulation in the terrarium.

IFU�5BOEIFFMLVOEF�HFCPVX�FO�WFSWPMHFOT�IFU�
%JFSHFOFFTLVOEF�HFCPVX��.BBS�JO������XBT�
IFU� BBOUBM� CF[PFLFST� BM� PQHFMPQFO� UPU�NFFS�
EBO�ESJFEVJ[FOE�FO�WBOBG�EJF�UJKE�XPSEFO�EF�
4MBOHFOEBHFO�TUFFET�JO�IFU�EBBSWPPS�[FFS�HF�
TDIJLUF�&YQP�)PVUFO�HFPSHBOJTFFSE��%F�MBBU�
TUF�UJFO�KBBS�LPNFO�FS�TUFFET�POHFWFFS������
CF[PFLFST�QFS�KBBS�VJU�IFFM�&VSPQB�FO�EBBSCVJ�
UFO�FFO�GPSNJEBCFM�BBOUBM�

De slangen van Anton van Woerkom
"MT�KPOHFO�XBT�"OUPO�BM�HFÐOUFSFTTFFSE�JO�IB�
HFEJTTFO� FO� LJLLFST�� .BBS� TMBOHFO� NBBLUFO�
NFFS�JOESVL�PQ�IFN�PNEBU�[JKO�WBEFS�EJF�BMT�
NJMJUBJS� JO� *OEPOFTJÌ� XBT� HFXFFTU� FO� EBBSOB�
PPL� JO� 4VSJOBNF� IBE� HFXPPOE� TQBOOFOEF�
WFSIBMFO� WFSUFMEF� PWFS� [JKO� POUNPFUJOHFO�NFU�
TMBOHFO� JO� EF� KVOHMF�� 5PFO� "OUPO� UXJOUJH� KBBS�
PVE� XBT� WFS[PSHEF� IJK� FFO�Python bivittatus��
	GPUP� �
�� .BBS� FFONBBM� PQ� [JDI[FMG� XPOFOE�
IJFME� IJK� WFSTDIJMMFOEF� Elaphe�TPPSUFO� LMFJOF�
&VSPQFTF�BEEFST�FO�LMFJOF�CPB�T�[PBMT�Eryx�FO�
Lichanura�JO�[JKO�UFSSBSJB�	GPUP��
�

/B�FFO�TMBOHMP[F�POEFSCSFLJOH�WBO�FFO�BBOUBM�
KBSFO�CPVXEF�IJK�FFO� UFSSBSJVN�XBBSJO�IJK�FFO�
TPPSU�HJOH�IPVEFO�EJF�IJK� BM� KBSFO�PQ�IFU�PPH�
IBE�� Bothriechis schlegelii,� 4DIMFHFMT� HSPFG�
LPQBEEFS� VJU� .JEEFO�� FO� ;VJE�"NFSJLB�� )JK�
LPDIU�WBO�UXFF�WFSTDIJMMFOEF�LXFLFST�FFO�KPOH�
WSPVXUKF� FO� FFO� KPOH� NBOOFUKF� Bothriechis 

&WFSZ�BVUVNO�B�4OBLFEBZ�JT�PSHBOJ[FE�CZ�UIF�&44��
*O�UIF�CFHJOOJOH�JOUFSFTUJOH�MFDUVSFT�XFSF�PSHBO�
J[FE�PO�UIBU�EBZ�BOE�UIFSF�XFSF�B�GFX�QFU�TIPQT�
XJUI� B� TOBLF� CPPUI�� #VU� CFDBVTF� JU� UVSOFE� PVU�
BSPVOE������UIBU�IBSEMZ�BOZ�QFPQMF�DBNF�UP�MJT�
UFO�UP�UIF�MFDUVSFT�UIFZ�XFSF�UIFSFGPSF�BCPMJTIFE��
5IF�4OBLFEBZT�IBWF�CFFO�B�IJU�GSPN�UIF�TUBSU��5IF�
�rst 4OBLFEBZ�PO�4BUVSEBZ�0DUPCFS���������XBT�
BUUFOEFE�CZ�BCPVU�����QFPQMF�BOE� UIBU�OVNCFS�
HSFX� UP�BCPVU����� JO�B� GFX�ZFBST�XIJDI�NFBOU�
UIBU�UIF�TQBDF�JO�XIJDI�UIF�4OBLFEBZ�UPPL�QMBDF�
IBE�DPOTUBOUMZ�UP�CF�BEKVTUFE��'JSTU�JU�XBT�IFME�JO�
UIF�CVJMEJOHT�PG�UIF�6OJWFSTJUZ�PG�6USFDIU�OBNFMZ�
UIF�#PUBOJDBM�-BC�UIFO�UIF�%FOUJTUSZ�CVJMEJOH�BOE�
TVCTFRVFOUMZ� UIF� 7FUFSJOBSZ� .FEJDJOF� CVJMEJOH��
#VU�CZ� ����� UIF�OVNCFS�PG� WJTJUPST� IBE�BMSFBEZ�
SJTFO�UP�NPSF�UIBO������BOE�GSPN�UIBU�UJNF�PO�UIF�
4OBLFEBZT�BSF�BMXBZT�PSHBOJ[FE�JO�UIF�WFSZ�TVJU�
BCMF�&YQP�)PVUFO��5IF�MBTU�UFO�ZFBST�UIFSF�IBWF�
CFFO�BSPVOE������WJTJUPST�FBDI�ZFBS�GSPN�BMM�PWFS�
&VSPQF�BOE�CFZPOE�B�GPSNJEBCMF�OVNCFS�

The snakes of Anton van Woerkom
"T�B�CPZ�"OUPO�XBT�BMSFBEZ� JOUFSFTUFE� JO� MJ[�
BSET� BOE� GSPHT�� #VU� TOBLFT� JNQSFTTFE� IJN�
NPSF�CFDBVTF�IJT�GBUIFS�XIP�IBE�CFFO�JO�*O�
EPOFTJB�BT�B�TPMEJFS�BOE�BMTP�IBE�MJWFE�JO�4VSJ�
OBNF� UPME�FYDJUJOH�TUPSJFT�BCPVU�IJT�FODPVO�
UFST� XJUI� TOBLFT� JO� UIF� KVOHMF�� 8IFO� "OUPO�
XBT�BU�UIF�BHF�PG����IF�UPPL�DBSF�PG�B�Python 
bivittatus��4FF�QIPUP����#VU�PODF�MJWJOH�PO�IJT�
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schlegelii�FO�LXFFLUF�[F�PQ�UPU�WPMXBTTFOIFJE��
%F[F� EJFSFO� IFCCFO� [JDI� EBBSOB� UXFFNBBM�
WPPSUHFQMBOU�	GPUP�T���FO�6
�

7SPFHFS� XFSE� HFQSPQBHFFSE� PN� JO� WFSCBOE�
NFU�IFU�HFNBLLFMJKL�TDIPPONBLFO�EF�UFSSBSJB�
LBBM�FO�IZHJÌOJTDI�UF�IPVEFO�NFU�TMFDIUT�FFO�
LMJNUBL�FO�FFO�PNHFLFFSEF�CMPFNQPU��.BBS�CJK�
EF[F�TMBOHFO�IFFGU�"OUPO�HFQSPCFFSE�[F�NFU�
FFO�OBUVVSMJKLFS� JOSJDIUJOH� [P�WFFM�NPHFMJKL�EF�
HFMFHFOIFJE� UF� HFWFO�PN� [JDI� UVTTFO�EF�CF�
QMBOUJOH� UFSVH� UF� LVOOFO� USFLLFO� BMT� [F� EBBS�
CFIPFGUF� BBO�IBEEFO��"OUPO� JT� BG� FO� UPF�XFM�
FFOT� HFCFUFO� EPPS� OJFU�HJGUJHF� TMBOHFO�NBBS�
OPPJU�EPPS�FFO�HJGTMBOH��0PJU�JT�IJK�EPPS�FFO�Py-
thon sebae�FFOT��ink JO�EF�OFVT�HFCFUFO��0Q�
EJU�NPNFOU� IPVEU� "OUPO� FWFO� HFFO� TMBOHFO�
PNEBU�IJK�WBBL�OBBS�IFU�CVJUFOMBOE�HBBU�FO�EF�
[PSH�WPPS�[JKO�HJGTMBOHFO�OJFU�BBO�[JKO�HF[JO�XJM�
PWFSMBUFO�

PXO�IF�LFQU�WBSJPVT�Elaphe�TQFDJFT�TNBMM�&V�
SPQFBO�WJQFST�BOE�TNBMM�CPBT�TVDI�BT�Eryx�BOE�
Lichanura�JO�IJT�UFSSBSJVNT�	QIPUP��
�

"GUFS�B�TOBLF�MFTT� JOUFSMVEF�PG�TFWFSBM�ZFBST�IF�
CVJMU�B�UFSSBSJVN�JO�XIJDI�IF�XPVME�LFFQ�B�TQFDJFT�
IF�IBE� JO�NJOE� GPS�ZFBST��Bothriechis schlegelii�
UIF� FZFMBTI� QJUWJQFS� GSPN� $FOUSBM� BOE� 4PVUI�
"NFSJDB��)F�CPVHIU�B�ZPVOH�GFNBMF�BOE�B�ZPVOH�
NBMF� Bothriechis schlegelii� GSPN� UXP� EJGGFSFOU�
CSFFEFST� BOE� SBJTFE� UIFN� UP� BEVMUIPPE�� 5IFTF�
BOJNBMT�UIFO�SFQSPEVDFE�UXJDF�	QIPUPT���BOE�6
�

*O�UIF�QBTU�JU�XBT�QSPQBHBUFE�UP�LFFQ�UIF�UFS�
SBSJVNT� CBSF� BOE� IZHJFOJD� GPS� FBTZ� DMFBOJOH�
XJUI�POMZ�B�DMJNCJOH�CSBODI�BOE�BO�VQUVSOFE�
�ower QPU��#VU�XJUI�UIFTF�TOBLFT�"OUPO�USJFE�
UP� HJWF� UIFN� XJUI� B� NPSF� OBUVSBM� EFTJHO� BT�
NVDI�PQQPSUVOJUZ�BT�QPTTJCMF�UP�XJUIESBX�CF�
UXFFO�UIF�QMBOUT�JG�UIFZ�OFFEFE�UP�

"OUPO� IBT� PDDBTJPOBMMZ� CFFO� CJUUFO� CZ� OPO�
WFOPNPVT� TOBLFT�CVU� OFWFS�CZ� B� WFOPNPVT�
POF�� )F� XBT� PODF� WJHPSPVTMZ� CJUUFO� JO� UIF�
OPTF�CZ�B�Python sebae��"U�UIF�NPNFOU�"OUPO�
EPFT�OPU�LFFQ�TOBLFT�CFDBVTF�IF�PGUFO�HPFT�
BCSPBE�BOE�EPFT�OPU�XBOU�UP�MFBWF�UIF�DBSF�PG�
IJT�WFOPNPVT�TOBLFT�UP�IJT�GBNJMZ�

5SBOTMBUJPO�JOUP�&OHMJTI�CZ�UIF�BVUIPS

Enkele artikelen van Anton van Woerkom / Some articles by Anton van Woerkom
· 8PFSLPN�"�#��WBO�������'SVJU�FUFOEF�TMBOHFO� ��'SVJU�FBUJOH�TOBLFT��Litteratura Serpentium

�	�
����������
· 8PFSLPN�"�#��WBO�������,XFFLSFTVMUBUFO���#SFFEJOH�SFTVMUT��Elaphe obsoleta rossalleni. Lit-

teratura Serpentium��	�
��������&OHMJTI�&E��7PM���	�
��������
· 8PFSLPN� "�#�� WBO� ���6�� #FIBOEFMJOH� FO� OB[PSH� WBO� FFO� NBBH�EBSNPOUTUFLJOH� CJK� KPOHF

Elaphe subocularis�FO�Elaphe helena���5SFBUNFOU�BOE�BGUFS�DBSF�PG�ZPVOH�TQFDJNFOT�PG�Elaphe
subocularis�BOE�Elaphe helena�TVGGFSJOH�GSPN�HBTUSP�FOUFSJUJT��Litteratura Serpentium�6	�
�
������&OHMJTI�&E��7PM��6	�
��������

· 8PFSLPN�"�#��WBO�������,XFFLSFTVMUBUFO���#SFFEJOH�SFTVMUT��Vipera ursinii renardi���4QJUTTOVJU�
BEEFS��Litteratura Serpentium��	�
���6���6��&OHMJTI�&E��7PM���	�
����������

· 8PFSLPN�"OUPO�WBO�������%F�CPVX�FO�JOSJDIUJOH�WBO�FFO�QBMVEBSJVN�WPPS�LMFJOF
CPPNTMBOHFO���5IF�DPOTUSVDUJPO�BOE�EFDPSBUJPO�PG�B�QBMVEBSJVN�GPS�TNBMM�USFF�TOBLFT�
Litteratura Serpentium���	�
�������6�

· 8PFSLPN�"OUPO�WBO�������)FU�PQLXFLFO�WBO� KPOHF�Bothriechis schlegelii� ��3BJTJOH� KVWFOJMF
Bothriechis schlegelii. Litteratura Serpentium���	�
������������6�
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